
Safety Committee 
September 8, 2008 

5:00 PM 
 

Minutes 
 
 
Roll Call: Present for the meeting today was Dr. Bender and Mrs. Turner.  Also in 
attendance was Mayor Ebert, Carrie Hoover (Community Affairs), Sgt Kern and Matt 
Peoples (Public Works). 
 
Dr. Bender moved to excuse Mrs. Mershon.  Mrs. Turner seconded the motion. 
 
VOTES AYES   Dr. Bender, Mrs. Turner 
  NAYS 
  Motion carried.  
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Did not have a quorum to vote on the approval of the minutes from the July 14th, 2008 
meeting since Dr. Bender was absent at the 7-14-08 meeting and Mrs. Mershon was 
absent at this meeting. 
 
Pended Items: 
 
08-10  Hanner’s Park Lighting 
 
No update at this time. 
 
New Items for Discussion: 
 
08-11 Westchester Park Update 
 
Mr. Peoples gave overview of revisions to the Westchester Park concept plans.  Based 
on the comments of Eastside Properties (who must authorize any changes to the 
existing park) the playground and one of the shelter houses were moved west to allow 
more distance from the golf course, and one of the shelter houses were removed 
altogether. The concept plan will also be presented to the Westchester Homeowners' 
Association for review. 
 
As part of the 2008 Fall Municipal Tree Planting project, the landscape buffering will be 
installed.  This project is expected to be authorized at the 9-15-08 Council meeting.  
 
08-12 Walnut Creek Park Update 
 
Mr. Peoples gave an overview of the revisions to the Walnut Creek Park concept plan.  
This effort was initiated based on the possibility of the village obtaining additional 
parkland.  This possible new parkland allows the recreational components of the Walnut 
Creek Park to be included in the concept plan for the new park.  Two baseball facilities 



and a parking area were removed from concept plan.  This allowed the disc golf course 
to be spread out into a less confined design. 
  
It is planned that, once approved, we would package an application for a 
Natureworks grant for the development of Phase II of the park.         
  
The new concept plan will be forwarded to the Canal Winchester Joint Recreational 
District board for their comments. 
 
08-13 James H. Kelley III Preserve Update 
 
Mr. Peoples gave an overview of the concept plan for a portion of the James Kelley 
Preserve.  This concept focuses on the portion of the property located on the corner of 
Dietz & Ashbrook.  The concept includes landscaping, a walking path and a gazebo. 
  
  
Dr. Bender made a motion to approve all of the concept plans as presented.  The motion 
also included the authorization to seek funding for the next phase of the Walnut Creek 
Park.   Mrs. Turner seconded the motion. 
 
VOTES AYES   Dr. Bender, Mrs. Turner 
  NAYS 
  Motion carried.  
 
 
08-14 Resolution of Support for the Clean Ohio Campaign Bond Package 
 
Mr. Peoples gave an explanation of the benefits of the Clean Ohio Fund program.  The 
Village was awarded funds from this program for the George Bareis Nature Preserve 
portion of the Walnut Creek Park and is in the process of seeking funds from this 
program for the Boekhoff Park.  
 
Dr. Bender made a motion for a resolution of support to be forwarded to Council for their 
consideration, seconded by Mrs. Turner.  Mrs. Turner will sponsor resolution. 
 
VOTES AYES   Dr. Bender, Mrs. Turner 
  NAYS 
  Motion carried.  
 
Fairfield County Sheriff’s Report: 
 
Sgt. Kern reported a complaint about cars parking in front of a crosswalk ramp on Dietz 
Dr. on football Fridays.  Sgt. Kern & Mr. Peoples will investigate a solution to ensure 
access. 
  
Mr. Peoples inquired about a bush on private property causing a sight issue at an 
intersection.  Sgt. Kern reported that they have gotten the County Engineer involved in 
situations like these.  He suggested talking to the property owner first.  Sgt. Kern & Mr. 
Peoples will work on a solution. 
 
Community Affairs Report:       Nothing to report at this time. 



Old/New Business: 
 
Mr. Peoples presented the committee with an exhibit illustrating a component for a 
playground.  A vendor is having a sale on playground equipment and one in particular 
would be a nice fit for the Westchester Park.  The equipment is on sale for approximately 
$26,000, down from $37,000.  Mr. Peoples was expecting to meet with the 
manufacturer’s representative to discuss the equipment.  Mr. Peoples asked if 
emergency legislation to acquire the equipment would be considered by Council if the 
meeting yielded positive results.  
  
Dr. Bender made a motion to forward an ordinance to Council for the purchase of 
playground equipment.  Mrs. Turner seconded the motion.  Mrs. Turner will sponsor the 
emergency legislation. 
 
VOTES AYES   Dr. Bender, Mrs. Turner 
  NAYS 
  Motion carried.  
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Dr. Bender made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Turner. 
 
 
VOTES AYES   Dr. Bender, Mrs. Turner 
  NAYS 
  Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 


